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east wind called c Scirocco3 has much of the character
of a hot wind, as its temperature is very high and
it is very dry. There are, however, extraordinary dis-
crepancies in the accounts of the properties of this wind.
It is sometimes described as very dry, and somtimes
^s very damp. At times it scorches the leaves of trees,
and again 110 paint laid on during its prevalence will
dry. It is evident that further explanation of these
contradictions is needed.

The wind contrasted with the Scirocco, along the
Adriatic, is known as the c Tramontana,3 a name which
explains itself. It is, of course, generally speaking,
Northerly. In certain localities it is exceptionally
strong and receives special names. The c Bora3 of
Trieste and Dalmatia is known as a furious Northerly
wind, at the former locality sweeping down off the high
plateau of Carinthia. Over Provence, the wind from
the same quarter is known as the * Mistral,5 and in
the old rhyme

Le Parlement, le Mistral et la Durance
Sont lea trois fle*aux de la Provence,

it is declared to be one of the plagues of the country.

When we coine to treat of Weather, we shall see
that both of these winds, the Bora and the Mistral.,
are distinctly related to our own North-west winds,
which form the concluding phase of our ordinary
cyclonic disturbances, but obtain their exceptional local
properties in the South of Europe from the local
character of the surface over which they blow.

It would, however, be endless to give all the local
names of Mediterranean winds, for these vary in
different places. In Italy particularly, all the winds, to